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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can identify the main message or lesson of a story using key details from the text. (RL.3.2) 

I can describe the characters in a story (their traits, motivations, feelings). (RL.3.3) 

I can describe how a character’s actions contribute to the events in the story. (RL.3.3) 

I can document what I learn about a topic by sorting evidence into categories. (W.3.8) 

I can follow our class norms when I participate in a conversation. (SL.3.1b) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can identify the main message of Nasreen’s Secret School by reading the text closely. 

• I can describe what Nasreen’s grandmother wanted and what she did.  

• I can sort key details from Nasreen’s Secret School into categories.  

• I can discuss how the main message is conveyed through key details. 

• Close Read recording form (parts 1 and 2) 

• Conversation Criteria checklist (for Mid-Unit 1 

Assessment) 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader and Building Fluency.  Read-

aloud of Nasreen’s Secret School by Jeanette Winter 

(5 minutes) 

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Rereading on Your Own: Capturing the Gist (20 

minutes) 

B. Reading Again for Important Details: Somebody In 

Wanted But So (SIWBS) (20 minutes)  

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief (10 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Read a section of Nasreen’s Secret School out loud to 

someone at home.. Tell someone at home what you 

already have figured out about the story. What is the 

story mostly about? How are the students in the 

story like you? How are they different? Let them ask 

you questions about the story. 

B. Share the Letter to Families with an adult family 

member at home (optional). 

Note: There is an alternative homework that uses the 

Somebody-In-Wanted-But-So Match-Up sheet. 

• This text, Nasreen’s Secret School, is one of two texts in this unit that are written by Jeannette Winter, 

who has written dozens of acclaimed children’s books (ranging from adaptations of “Twinkle Twinkle 

Little Star” to fictional accounts of Emily Dickinson, Beatrix Potter and Jane Goodall). In the two texts 

used in this unit, Winter addresses the importance of literacy and books, even during times of war. Both 

texts include some reference to violence. The leading children publishing and teaching resource web 

sites unanimously agree that these texts are appropriate and effective for 3rd-grade children. Some of 

the books’ themes challenge students to think through and learn to communicate new ideas, which is 

why these texts are so effective and so widely used. 

• In advance: Review the Letter to Families about the topic of this book.  Consider how you might adapt 

your presentation of this to the needs of your community and your classroom culture. The use of this 

letter is optional.  

• Review: “Talking Point to Use with Parents” and “Talking Points to Use with Students” located in 

Supporting Materials. These should be used at the discretion of the teacher if the need arises. 

• In this lesson and lesson 7, time is set aside to discuss with students that in some places in the world, 

there are wars that are scary.  Use this discussion as an opportunity to build students’ idealism, help 

them articulate it, describe what it means to act bravely, and to notice how Nasreen and her 

grandmother pursue the power of reading and getting an education. 

• Review: Nasreen’s Secret School: Talking Points to Use With Students and Parents.  

• Review: Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix 1). This lesson repeats the close reading cycle from 

Lessons 2-4, with a new text. 

• This lesson asks students to track unfamiliar words as part of the first independent reading of the story 

however there is no formal vocabulary work in this lesson or Lesson 7.  There is a resource in 

Supporting Materials related to vocabulary in context that is available for optional use or adaptation. 

• Consider keeping the Class Norms for Conversation continually posted to reference throughout the 

module. The list of norms can be added to and refined as the module plays out. 
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 Teaching Notes (continued) 

 • This lesson includes the start of the Mid-Unit Assessment regarding students’ discussion skills and how 

well they are collaborating with peers. Note that there is no formal “assessment” document to distribute 

to students. Rather, begin using the Conversation Criteria checklist (see supporting materials) to collect 

formal data for the Mid-Unit Assessment.  

• Provide students with informal opportunities to practice their oral reading fluency by using selected 

passages from the central texts used in the lesson. 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 6 

Close Reading of Nasreen’s Secret School: 

How Do People Access Books in Afghanistan? 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U1:L6  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) February 2015  •  4 
 

 

Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

gist, main message (in a story), lesson 

(in a story), detail, characters, setting, 

motivation, problem, solution  

• Nasreen’s Secret School (book; one per student) 

• Document camera and projector 

• Sticky notes 

• Close Read recording form for Rain School anchor chart (from Lessons 2 and 3) 

• Close Read recording form for Nasreen’s Secret School (one per student) 

• Conversation Criteria Checklist (from Lesson 4; included again here for teacher use to gather data as the Mid-Unit 1 

Assessment) 

• Close Read recording form for Nasreen’s Secret School anchor chart (new; teacher-created or project copy of student sheet ) 

• Lesson 6 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Optional resource: Reading to Capture the Gist recording form/anchor chart 

• Optional resource: Alternate Close Read recording form for Nasreen’s Secret School (partially complete) 

• Optional resource: Nasreen’s Secret School Vocabulary in Context 

• Optional resource: Somebody-In-Wanted-But-So Match-Up for Nasreen’s Secret School 

• Optional resource: Alternate Lesson 6 Homework 

• Talking Points for Students and Parents (for teacher reference; related to the content of the text Nasreen’s Secret School) 

• Letter to Family (optional; adapt as suits your school population and community) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader and Building Fluency: Read-aloud of Nasreen’s Secret School  (5 minutes) 

• Gather students in a circle. Remind students of the important reading work they did with Rain School. Invite individual 

students to turn and talk about the steps they took to read that text closely.  Re-orient them to the Anchor Chart: Close 

Read recording form for Rain School.  

• Tell students that today, they will be doing the same process (close reading), but with a new text, about a child facing 

challenges in order to go to school.  

• Distribute Nasreen’s Secret School to students. Project or display the pages of Nasreen’s Secret School and read the 

story aloud. Tell students that the text will be projected for them and they should read along in their own text.  

• Remind students that the purpose of this read-aloud is simply to acquaint them with the text. It’s called reading for the flow. 

Students should listen, enjoy, and follow the flow of the story. Do NOT aid students in comprehension at this point through 

any questioning or discussion.  

• Read slowly, fluently, without interruption, as students follow along in their own text. 

• Allowing students to see the text 

and illustrations will aid them in 

their comprehension.  

• If a projector is not available, 

provide individual or multiple 

copies of the book, or position the 

book so it can be seen by all 

students.  

 

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

• Read through each learning target one at a time. Point out to students that these are the same targets used with the story 

Rain School. With each target, draw attention to the verbs (identify, describe, sort, discuss) and make sure students 

understand what these targets will require of them as readers. Students may also need clarification about the words 

categories and ‘reading the text closely.’ 

• Direct students to the last learning target “I can discuss how the main message of Nasreen’s Secret School is conveyed 

through key details.” Circle the word discuss. Invite students to share what this word means. Remind students that in 

reading the text Rain School closely, they talked about their ideas with one another, following the Class Norms for 

Conversation. Review the class norms for conversation with the class, emphasizing speaking in complete sentences, 

looking one another in the eye, and giving everyone a chance to speak.  

• Remind students that today, as they work with their groups, you will be listening in on their conversations to start to assess 

how well they are collaborating with their peers (Mid-Unit 1 Assessment).  

• Words like identify, describe, sort, 

discuss and details are important 

Tier 2 words for students to 

understand.  

• To build students’ capacity with 

vocabulary, consider having a 

bulletin board or word wall 

sectioned into 3 parts for Tier 1 

Words, Tier 2 Words, and Tier 3 

Words. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Rereading on Your Own: Capturing the Gist (20 minutes)  

• Remind students of the close reading work they did the first time they read Rain School independently.  

• Ask them: “What did you do as readers?” Elicit student responses.  

• Point students to the Close Read recording form for of Rain School that they created in Lessons 2 and 3.  

•  Review: As readers, they will do several important things: 

* Read and think on their own to find the gist of each section by writing their ideas on the text or on sticky notes, and 

circling unfamiliar words or putting them on sticky notes. (Review the words ‘gist’ and ‘unfamiliar.’) 

* Talk with their partner or group about the text. 

* Write notes and answer questions about the text. 

• Tell students that as with Rain School, this text has been chunked for them (see Meeting Students’ Needs).  

• Once all students are clear on the task, distribute sticky notes, and give them 10 minutes to capture the gist of the three 

sections of Nasreen’s Secret School on their own. Students should also write down unfamiliar words on sticky notes. 

Circulate to support students as needed. Make note of any students who seem to be really struggling. It may be necessary to 

work with these students in a small group at a different time of the school day. 

• After 10 minutes, tell students they will now have 5 minutes to discuss, in small groups or partnerships, the reading work 

they have done so far. “What is this story mostly about?” Students can share their gist thinking as well as the words they 

wrote on sticky notes. Remind students of the class norms for conversation and praise students who are modeling good 

conversational behavior. As students discuss their work, circulate with the Conversation Criteria checklist. Use this 

time to assess one or two small groups for the Mid-Unit Assessment. 

• Bring students back together as a whole group. Use the Capturing the Gist of Nasreen’s Secret School anchor chart 

and allow students to share their gist thinking. After brief discussion of each section, record an acceptable gist statement in 

each box on the anchor chart. Also, record the unfamiliar words students encountered in the text on the anchor chart. 

• Distribute the Close Read recording form for Nasreen’s Secret School to each student. Ask students to return to 

their desks and take 3 minutes to fill in Part 1 (the top box) on their Close Read recording form, which asks for their ideas 

about the main message of the story. Since this is only the second time working through a close reading cycle, students may 

still need support with this. 

• Text chunked into sections is a 

common practice when close 

reading. Point this out to students 

so they begin to understand that 

they can choose to do this on their 

own when reading complex text. 

• To make it more accessible to 

students, the text has been broken 

into the following sections:  

1. pp 1–9 (ending with: “I knew I 

had to do something.”) 

2. pp 10–21 (ending with: “Would 

we ever know what had 

happened?”) 

3. pp 22–33 (end of story) 

• Consider placing sticky notes on 

pages 9, 21, and 32 (end) to serve as 

“pause points” within the story for 

the three sections. These sticky 

notes will alert students that they’ve 

reached the end of a section and 

they need to stop, think, and write 

about the gist. 

• ELLs benefit greatly from a posting 

of numbered steps for tasks like 

capturing the gist. Use Reading to 

Capture the Gist in Supporting 

Materials as a possible anchor chart. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

Note: Students are asked to track unfamiliar words on sticky notes however there is no place within the lesson (or within 

Lesson 7) that has students actively working on the vocabulary they collect. This piece can be added if there’s a need or 

desire. See “Nasreen’s Secret School Vocabulary in Context” in Supporting Materials. 

 

B. Reading Again for Important Details: Somebody In Wanted But So (SIWBS) (20 minutes) 

• Direct students’ attention to the anchor chart: Close Read recording form for Rain School. 

• Use this recording form to review the 5 categories students used to collect important details. Remind students that they were 

looking for character, setting, motivation, problem, and solution. Review this vocabulary to clarify and activate students’ 

knowledge from Lessons 2 and 3.  

• Direct students to read the story again independently, using Part 2 of the SIWBS graphic organizer to help them focus on the 

important details.  

• Remind students that it is very important to read the entire text again, not just “hunt and peck” for important details. Details 

are more or less important based on a reader’s understanding of the main message of a text. And when a reader starts to 

identify a pattern in the details, then the reader’s understanding of the main message may grow or change. 

• Circulate and support them as needed while students read, collect, and record important details. 

• After 10-12 minutes of independent close reading time, invite students to once again discuss their reading and thinking with 

their partner or group. Ask students to go through each category of note-taking, giving every student in their group a chance 

to share their ideas. Tell them that when there is a difference between two students’ ideas, it is important to notice that and 

discuss why each made the decision he or she made.  

• As students discuss their work, circulate with the Conversation Criteria checklist. Use this time to assess one or two small 

groups for the Mid-Unit Assessment. (See note at the right about recording video.) 

• Have students return to their seats. Remind them to think about the details they just wrote and discussed, and decide if their 

ideas about the story’s main message has changed at all. Direct students take 3 minutes to revisit the main message of the 

story by completing the last box on the recording form. 

• Gather students back together. Invite students to assist in completing the anchor chart: Close Read recording form for 

Nasreen’s Secret School. Consider keeping this chart posted next to the anchor chart: Close Read recording form for Rain 

School. It is very helpful for students to have a sense of routine as they begin to build their stamina for reading closely. 

• ELL students can pair up with 

students who speak their native 

language for the partner/ group 

discussion portion.  

• Struggling readers could be pulled 

aside and the story could be read 

aloud to them again, with them 

following along with their own copy. 

Each student could have prepared 

SIWBS sticky notes. As the story is 

read, the students would place the 

appropriate SIWBS sticky note on 

the pages of the book. 

• Students may decide to focus on 

Nasreen as the character for the 

SIWBS. If this happens, it would 

slightly alter the other detail boxes. 

If students say that Nasreen wanted 

to go to school, you will need to 

clarify that the evidence within the 

story supports that it is the 

grandmother who wants this, much 

more so than Nasreen. Students will 

most likely say that Nasreen wanted 

her parents to return, a valid point, 

but not the main message. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

 • Video recordings with a camera or 

iPad of group conversations can be 

used for multiple purposes. The 

recordings can be viewed later to 

assess students’ conversation 

behaviors. Also, models of good 

conversation can be replayed for all 

students to see. Guidance can be 

provided relating to the various 

aspects of the Class Norms for 

Conversation. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (10 minutes) 

• Debrief with three questions: 

* “What do you think the main message of this story is?”  

* “What details in the story helped you decide the lesson?” 

* “How might you have felt if you were Nasreen’s grandmother? Nasreen?” 

• After students have had the opportunity to discuss these questions, follow-up with a conversation that might sound like: “In 

some places in the world, there are people who are fighting in wars.  This may feel scary to think about and sad to people and 

that is okay.  As a reader, you may sometimes come across ideas that make you feel different emotions—sometimes you 

might feel happy and other times, sad, scared. or angry.  If you read a book that makes you feel like this, you need to find an 

adult to talk to so they can help you sort out your feelings. 

 

 

• Posting the debrief questions will be 

beneficial for all students and allow 

them to focus their thinking more 

productively. 

• There is a the teacher reference in 

Supporting Materials with talking 

points teachers can use with 

students and parents regarding the 

content of Nasreen’s Secret School. 

Teachers will need to make a 

determination about its potential 

use based on the needs of their 

students and the students’ parents. 
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Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Read a section of Nasreen’s Secret School out loud to someone at home. Tell them what you already have figured out about 

the story. What is the story mostly about? What details are important, and why? How are the students in that school like 

you? How are they different? Remind students of the importance of being responsible with their copy of Nasreen’s Secret 

School. 

• Alternate homework: Read a section of Nasreen’s Secret School out loud to someone at home. Use the Somebody-In-

Wanted-But-So Match Up to retell the story to the person you read to. Then cut up the cards. Shuffle the cards and try to 

match them back up. Or shuffle the cards and place them face down. Turn over a card and name what the match is.  

• Optional: Share the Letter to Families with an adult family member at home. After your family member has had a chance 

to read the letter, have a conversation about any feelings you may have had while reading the text Nasreen’s Secret School.   

 

Note: For the next lesson, students will continue to work with their Close Read recording forms and their copy of Nasreen’s 

Secret School. Consider collecting students’ work from today, so nothing gets lost. 

• For ELLs or struggling readers, 

consider highlighting their text to 

help them find some important 

details that will help them answer 

the questions. 

• Provide audio recordings of the 

central texts and post them on the 

school or district website for use at 

home. 
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Reading to Capture the Gist Anchor Chart 

 

 

Read all pages slowly and carefully. 

 

As you read, be on the lookout for hard and important 

words that you may not know. 

   - if you are using an actual book, jot the words on a sticky note 

     and place it on the page. 

   - if you are reading the text on a paper, circle the words. 

 

When you come to the end of a section, paragraph, or the 

text, stop and think: 

    - Who was this mainly about? 

    - What happened that was important to the story? 

 

Write the gist statement or statements. 
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Capturing the Gist of Nasreen’s Secret School  
 

 

Section Gist Vocabulary 

1 
pp 1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 

2 
pp 10-21 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 

3 
pp 22-end 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
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Close Read Recording Form 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Close Read Recording Form for book:  

 

 
 
Part 1: Capturing the Gist of a Story 
 

After reading this for the first time on your own, what do you think the main message 

of this story is? 
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Close Read Recording Form 

Part 2: Gathering Important Details in a Story 

 

Somebody … 

(character) 

 

in … 

(setting) 

 

wanted … 

(motivation) 

 

but … 

(problem) 

 

so … 

(resolution) 

 

Part 3: Revisiting the Gist 

After thinking more closely about the characters and their motivations, now what do you think 

the main message of the story is?  
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you think this?   ___________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

1Kylene Beers, When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2003), 144–49. 
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Alternate Close Read Recording Form for Nasreen’s Secret School  

 

Close Read Recording Form for book:  

Nasreen’s Secret School 

 

Part 1: Capturing the Gist of a Story 

 

After reading this for the first time on your own, what do you think the main message of the story is? 

 

 I think the main message of the story is 

 

 

 

Part 2: Gathering Important Details in a Story 

 

Somebody … 
 

(character) 

The grandmother of a little girl named 
 
__________________. 

in … 
 

(setting) 

 

_____________________, a city in Afghanistan. 

wanted … 
 

(motivation) 

 
her granddaughter to _________________________ 

but … 
 

(problem) 

 
 

so … 
 

(resolution) 

she sent Nasreen to __________________________ 
  
________________________________________ 

1Kylene Beers, When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2003), 144–49. 
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Part 3: Revisiting the Gist 

After thinking more closely about the characters and their motivations, now what do you 

think the main message of the story is?  

 
The main message of Nasreen’s Secret School is ________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

I think this because Nasreen and her grandmother ______________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________. 
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Somebody-In-Wanted-But-So Match-Up 

 

 
Somebody 

Character 

 

 

Nasreen’s grandmother 

 
In 

Setting 

 

 

Herat, a city in Afghanistan 

 
 

Wanted 
Motivation 

 

 

Her granddaughter, Nasreen, to go to 

school like she and Nasreen’s mother 

had as young girls 

 
 

But 
Problem 

 

 

The Taliban soldiers had taken control 

of the city. They wouldn’t allow girls to 

go to school. 

 
 

So 
Solution 

 

 

Nasreen’s grandmother took Nasreen 

to a secret school for girls behind the 

green gate. 
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Nasreen’s Secret School Vocabulary in Context 

 

1. flourished: page 1 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“Art and music and learning once 

flourished here.” 

“flourished” means did really well or succeeded 

“Art and music and learning once succeeded here.” 

 

2. forbidden: page 3 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“Poor Nasreen sat at home all day, because 

girls are forbidden to attend school.” 

“forbidden” means not allowed 

“Poor Nasreen sat at home all day, because girls are not allowed to attend school.” 

 

3. frantic: page 7 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“Finally, Nasreen’s frantic mama went 

searching for him…” 

“frantic” means worried or desperate 

 

“Finally, Nasreen’s worried mama went searching for him…” 

 

4. suspicion and arouse: page 16 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“They slipped in and out of school at 

different times, so as to not arouse 

suspicion.” 

“arouse” means bring about or stir up 

 “suspicion” means concern 

“They slipped in and out of school at different times, so as to not bring about concern.” 
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Nasreen’s Secret School Vocabulary in Context 

 

5. Koran:  page 18 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“But all he found was a room filled with girls 

reading the Koran…” 

“Koran” means the holy book for Muslims 

 

““But all he found was a room filled with girls reading the holy book for Muslims…” 

 

6. outwitting: page 18 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“The girls had hidden their schoolwork, 

outwitting the soldier.” 

“outwitting” means fooling or tricking 

 

“The girls had hidden their schoolwork, fooling the soldier.” 

 

7. scholars and mystics: page 28 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“She learned about the artists and writers 

and scholars and mystics…” 

“scholars” means a genius 

“mystic” means psychic or spiritual person 

“She learned about the artists and writers and geniuses and spiritual people…” 

 

8. Insha’Allah: page 32 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“Insha’Allah.” “Insha’Allah” means God willing 

 

“God willing.” 
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Conversation Criteria Checklist 
 

Instructions: Use this form or something similar to collect data for students’ Mid-Unit 1 Assessment. 
 

Learning Targets: 

• I can follow our class norms when I participate in conversations.  

• I can speak with complete sentences when I participate in group discussions. 

(Teachers: Please insert the conversation norms from class to assess students’ ability to engage effectively in collaborative discussions.  Code 

responses are based on the setting in which the criteria are observed. For example:  P= Partner, G= Small Group, C= Whole Class) 

Student Name 
Complete 

Sentences 
Norm 1 Norm 2 Norm 3 Norm 4 Norm 5 
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Lesson 6 Homework 
 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 
Read a section of Nasreen’s Secret School out loud to someone at home. Tell the 

person you read to what you already have figured out about the story. What is the 

story mostly about? How are the students in the story like you? How are they 

different? Let them ask you questions about the story. 

 
 
I read to _____________________________________________ 
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Alternate Lesson 6 Homework 
 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 
Read a section of Nasreen’s Secret School out loud to someone at home. Use the 

Somebody-In-Wanted-But-So Match-Up sheet to retell the story to the person 

you read to. Then cut up the cards. Mix them up and try to match them back up. 

Or shuffle the 10 cards and place them face down. Pick up the top card and name 

its match. 

 
 
I read to _____________________________________________ 
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Nasreen’s Secret School: 

Talking Points to Use with Students 

 

If the need arises, the following talking points for parents and students can be used to 
address concerns about the content of Nasreen’s Secret School.  
As the title suggests, these are talking points. This document is not intended to 
be printed and supplied to students or parents.  
 

 

Students 
 

 This is a very important story about the power of education and the beauty of optimism, persistence and 

ingenuity in the face of diversity.   

 When the Taliban takes over her town, Nasreen is no longer permitted to attend school because she is a girl. 

This book helps all students to recognize the importance of education and gives our students the knowledge 

and understanding of how very fortunate we are to have access to a quality education here in the United 

States.   

 Many students have family members or family friends who have served in the military and perhaps been 

involved in fighting in wars, whether recent or otherwise. This may give these students a slight perspective 

and awareness that there are places in the world where life is very different for people that live in these 

countries than it is for them. 

 The text-dependent questions help to focus the students’ attention to the theme and content of the story as 

they progress through close reading activities.   

 The strong emotional message requires careful attention to maintain the focus on the message of hope and 

optimism that the story conveys. 

 For English Language Learners whose families may be from the Middle East, there is the possibility of text-to-

self connections for them during the close reading of Nasreen’s Secret School, proving them to be valuable 

resources as “experts” in the class, a role they seldom experience. They can take great pride in commenting on 

the cultural representations—the written language and traditional clothing—depicted in the illustrations.   

 For all students, opportunities to express a thankfulness for the freedom they have to attend school in a safe 

and caring environment can come out of the experience the reading a book like Nasreen’s Secret School. 
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Nasreen’s Secret School: 

Talking Points to Use with Parents 

 
 

Parents 
 

 The author of Nasreen’s Secret School, Jeannette Winter, is acclaimed children’s book author having written 

adaptations of “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” to fictional accounts of Emily Dickinson, Beatrix Potter and Jane 

Goodall).  

 The text Nasreen’s Secret School is acclaimed by School Library Journal and Booklist and recommended for 

grades 2-4. 

 The leading children publishing and teaching resource web sites unanimously agree that this text is 

appropriate and effective for 3rd-grade children. 

 Throughout the module, the students are reading texts about individuals who are motivated to learn to read, 

overcome struggles to learn to read, or are passionate about books and words. This text is one of several 

specifically selected to be part of the third grade module, texts about the efforts and lengths people will go to 

in order to claim the power of literacy through access to an education and books.    

- Rain School → living in a small village in Chad, Africa and reading about children who have to build 

their school each year before they can access learning 

- Nasreen’s Secret School → being a girl living in a war-torn city in Afghanistan and having to go to a 

secret school since girls were not allowed to attend school 

- That Book Woman → scraping out a living with your family and not knowing how to read; no 

schools or libraries, deep and high up in the Appalachian mountains until a packhorse librarian 

brings you books and opens your eyes to the world beyond the mountain 

- Thank You Mr. Falker → starting school as a lover of books and stories but not being able to read 

due to a learning disability and being bullied because of it until a new teacher comes and changes 

everything 

- Waiting for the Biblioburro → living in a remote village in Colombia, a country plagued with unrest, 

with no school or teacher or access to books until a man rides in with two burros loaded with books 

and strives to foster a love for learning about the world 

- My Librarian is a Camel → a nonfiction book profiling the challenges of accessing books in certain 

remote places in countries across the globe from Australia to Zimbabwe 

 The central message of the text, Nasreen’s Secret School, is the importance of literacy and books, no matter 

where someone lives or what challenging circumstances might exist, including war. 

 When the Taliban takes over her town, Nasreen is no longer permitted to attend school because she is a girl. 

This book helps all students to recognize the importance of education and gives our students the knowledge 

and understanding of how very fortunate we are to have access to a quality education here in the United 

States.   

 Within the 3 lessons where this text is used, time is set aside to discuss with students how there are places in 

the world where wars are happening and how that can feel scary to think about. While there is a reference to 

violence within the story, teacher-led discussions will answer children’s questions and address any worries or 

concerns that might be expressed. Teachers will monitor students’ reactions and remarks for distress and 

address it accordingly with compassion and reassurances. 
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Dear Families, 

 

At school, students are learning about the power of literacy and about the effort people go to in order to access 

books around the world.  As a part of this work, they will read two books that describe the importance of 

literacy and books, even during times of war. They learn about heroic people who go to great lengths to get the 

“power of reading” in Iraq and Afghanistan. Both countries have experienced war in recent years.  

 

In class today, students began to read Nasreen’s Secret School and to discuss these issues. We discussed how 

violence does happen around the world, and how heroic the characters are in this book.  We also discussed that 

readers might have different feelings (like sadness or anger) when reading about difficult issues. It was shared 

that it is normal for students to have these kinds of feelings, and that it is important to find an adult that they 

trust to talk to about what they are thinking and feeling. Please ask your child about the book they read today 

and offer your support should your child ask for it. 

 

We welcome your feedback and questions about the important work that we are doing to support your child’s 

growth as a reader, writer, and citizen. 

 

Please print and sign your name on this letter and return it with your child to school tomorrow so that we know 

that you received this communication. 

 

Sincerely,      

 

 

Parent/guardian name & signature 
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Estimadas familias, 

 

En la escuela, los estudiantes están aprendiendo sobre el poder de la literatura y el esfuerzo de la gente al 

rededor del mundo para tener acceso a los libros. Como parte de esto, leerán dos libros que describen la 

importancia de la literatura y de los libros, incluso durante tiempos de guerra. Ellos aprenden acerca de las 

personas heroicas que hacen todo lo posible para obtener “el poder de la lectura” en Irak y Afganistán. Ambos 

países tuvieron experiencia de guerra en los últimos años.  

 

En la clase de hoy, los estudiantes empezaron a leer Nasreen’s Secret School y hablar de estos temas. Hablamos 

sobre como la violencia ocurre alrededor del mundo, y como son heroicos los personajes en los libros. También 

hablamos sobre los lectores que podrían tener diferentes emociones (como la tristeza o amargura) cuando leen 

sobre temas difíciles. Hablamos sobre que es normal tener emociones como estas, y es importante encontrar un 

adulto en quien cofias y con quien puedes hablar sobre lo que estas pensando y sintiendo. Por favor pregúntele 

a su hijo acerca del libro que leímos hoy y ofrezca su apoyo en caso de que su hijo lo pida. 

 

Agradecemos sus comentarios y preguntas acerca de la importante obra que estamos haciendo para apoyar el 

crecimiento de su niño como lector, escritor y ciudadano. 

 

Por favor imprima esta carta y firme su nombre y devuélvala a la escuela con su hijo mañana para que sepamos 

que ha recibido esta comunicación. 

 

Atentamente, 

 

 

 

Nombre y firma del padre / tutor 

 

 


