
 
 
 

 

 
       

August/ September 2018        Mill Middle Official Newsletter

     
 

Important Dates 
   

 

August 
13 WEB Crew Leader Training 9am – 2pm 
14 WEB Crew Leader Training 9am – 2pm 
27 5th Grade Student Orientation 
 

 
September 
3 Labor Day – No school 
4 First Student Day 
4 1ST Marking Period Begins 
14 School Picture day 
17 SDM meeting, 5:30pm 
 PTSA meeting, 6:30pm 
19 Fall recess- No school 
20 Grades 5 & 6 open house, 7:00pm 
24 PTSA Council meeting @ District 7:00pm 
25 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00pm 
27 Grades 7 & 8 open house, 7:00pm 
 

October 
5 Emergency Drill/Early Dismissal 
8 Columbus Day – No school 
9 SDM Meeting, 5:30pm 
 PTSA Meeting, 6:30pm 
10 District Faculty Concert @ Transit 

Middle, 7:00pm 
23 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00pm 
25 SEPTSA Meeting at District, 6:30pm 
26 Fall Festival, 3:45pm 
29 PTSA Council Meeting @ North HS 

Library, 7:00pm 
  
November 
2 1st Marking Period ends 
5 2nd Marking Period begins 
7 Student Picture Retake Day 
8 District Chorus Festival Concert @ North, 

7:00pm 
12 Veterans Day – No school 
13 PTSA Council Board Recognition 

Reception @ Casey Middle School, 6:00 
13 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00pm 
14 Band Concert Grades 6-8, 7:00pm 
15 Parent-Teacher Conferences, 5:00pm 
19 Parent-Teacher Conferences, 5:00pm 
20 Geography Bee, 9:00am 
20 Parent-Teacher Conferences, 12:30pm 
21-23 Thanksgiving Recess 
26 PTSA Council Meeting @ District, 7:00pm 
29 SEPTSA Meeting at District, 6:30pm 
 

  

Calandra’s Corner . . . 
 

Dear Mill Families, 

 

I hope this newsletter finds you well. Another summer recess is coming close to an end.  It is so exciting 

to think that a new school year is only a few weeks away. With only a few weeks before the school year 

begins, please take this remaining time to enjoy with family and friends. 

 

You should have already received a postcard from me outlining various information. Mill Middle and 

the district will continue to make efforts to conserve our environment and remain fiscally responsible.  

The Mill Memo can be found on line at the two locations mentioned in my welcome back letter. They 

are WITS (https://wits.williamsvillek12.org/) or the district website (www.williamsvillek12.org). You 

can find student schedules beginning on August 22nd.  If you do not have access to a computer, please 

contact our main office and we can provide you access at Mill.  Also, please follow us on Twitter, 

https://twitter.com/Mill_WCSD as we will be posting exciting happenings and announcements 

throughout the school year. 

 

We continue to prepare for the student’s first day, Tuesday, September 4th.  Each September, new 

students enter the doors of Mill Middle.  The excitement and anticipation provides a wonderful level of 

energy. The opportunity to make new friends, work with new teachers and develop their unique potential 

is embraced throughout the Mill Community. Your support, along with the Board of Education, 

continues to foster a positive learning environment at Mill.   

 
Student safety is always our highest priority. With many parents dropping and picking up their children, it 
is critical that everyone follow the guidelines that have been established for everyone’s safety. Students 
who are walking, or riding their bike to school will use the Exit only driveway located before our main 
entrance/exit on Mill Street.  
 

Students are required to be in Homebase by 8:55. Our official opening time for all middle school 

students in the district is 8:45 A.M. This is a change from 8:40 in the past. The policy of our middle 

schools is that students are to report at 8:45 unless they have a meeting with a teacher, are 

involved in intramurals, are attending a club meeting or are involved in a music ensemble 

rehearsal.  

  
Although I understand that time schedules are very tight, we can’t lose sight of the importance of 

remaining socially appropriate with other parents and staff when dropping off or picking up our 

students.  We are role models for our children.   If you have a concern, please feel free to contact me in 

the main office. I appreciate your cooperation in advance. 

 

Continuing this year, I will be including in the Mill Memo, Middle Years: Working together for School 

Success.  This resource provides helpful tips and suggestions for parents and children during middle 

school. An additional resource for parents this year is Nutrition Nuggets.  These will be included in each 

Mill Memo. 

 

Open House will be two evenings this year.   We will be having grades 5-6 on Thursday, September 

20, 2018 and grades 7-8 on Thursday, September 27, 2018 beginning at 7:00 pm.  Open House is an 

important evening for parents to see their children’s teachers and hear about the different educational 

opportunities our students have available to them during the school year.  This is for parents only.   

 
I look forward to meeting with you throughout the year at many of our wonderful activities.  I urge you 

to join our PTSA and take an active role in our school.  At any time, should you have any questions or 

comments, please contact me.   

 

Enjoy the rest of the summer! 

 

Your partner in education, 

 
 

Michael, J. Calandra 
Principal 

 
 
Principal  

https://wits.williamsvillek12.org/
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/
https://twitter.com/Mill_WCSD


From the desk of Mrs.Weir, Assistant Principal 
I would like to make all students and parents aware of the administration dates of New York State Assessments. Please 

see below for the 2019 testing dates and take a moment to discuss them with your son or daughter.   

 

 

Date:      Assessment:    

 

 April 2 - 4, 2019   NYS ELA 5-8  

 

 May 1- 3, 2019   NYS Math 5-8 

 

 May 22 – 31, 2019   NYS Science 8 Performance 

 June 3, 2019   NYS Science 8 Written  

 

All students at Mill Middle take the NYS ELA assessments. All students except for those enrolled in Common Core 

Algebra 1 also take the NYS Math assessments.  Students enrolled in Common Core Algebra 1 will take the Common 

Core Algebra 1 Regents assessment in June.  In addition, all students enrolled in Science 8 take the NYS Science 8 

assessment.  Earth Science students do not take the NYS Science 8 assessment, but they will take the Earth Science 

Regents assessment in June.   

 

Also note, the New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) is designed to annually 

assess the English proficiency of all English language learners enrolled in Grades K–12 in New York State schools. See 

below for New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) dates.  

 

 April 8 – May 17, 2019   NYSESLAT Speaking 

 May 6 -17, 2019    NYSESLAT Listening, Reading, Writing 

 

Please take these dates in to consideration when planning family trips or vacations.  Do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

guidance counselor or the Main Office if you have any questions regarding New York State testing dates.  As always, 

thank you for your continued support.    

 

Sincerest Regards,  

 

Mrs. Hillary Weir 

Assistant Principal 

Mill Middle School 

 

  



A note from your School’s Dignity Act Coordinators 
 
Attention Parents & Students:  

 

ALL New York State public elementary and secondary students are entitled to attend school in a safe and 

supportive environment free from discrimination, intimidation, taunting, harassment, and bullying on school 

property and at school-sponsored functions. 

 

See below for a definition of bullying: 

 

“Bullying is described as intentional acts of aggression (verbal, physical, relational, or cyber) intended to cause harm by a 

peer (or group of peers) operating from a position of strength or power, and it is usually repeated over time.”  –Dr. Dan 

Olweus 

 

The staff at Mill Middle is committed to maintaining a strong anti-discrimination policy.    

 

The Dignity Act Coordinators (DAC) at Mill are:       

Mrs. Weir 

Mrs. Stelley 

 

DAC Contact Information:  

Main Office  626-8300  

Guidance Office  626-8310 

 

HWeir@williamsvillek12.org 

KStelley@williamsvillek12.org 

 

 Need to contact the Guidance Office: 

 
Mill Middle School Guidance Department 

Phone: (716) 626-8310 

Fax (716) 626-8331 

Name Title Grade Level E-mail 

Mrs. Knab School Counselor 5 SKnab@Williamsvillek12.org 

   Ms. Berger School Counselor 6 CBerger@Williamsvillek12.org  

Mrs. Stelley School Counselor 7 KStelley@Williamsvillek12.org 

   Ms. Kane School Counselor 8 LKane@Williamsvillek12.org  

Mrs. Macri-Morell School Psychologist 5 th-8th JMacri-Morell@Williamsvillek12.org 

     Ms. Krezmien* School Psychologist* 5 th-8th EKrezmien@Williamsvillek12.org 

Ms. DiSanto School Social Worker 5 th-8th PDiSanto@Williamsvillek12.org 

* Ms. Krezmien is a half-time school psychologist and is typically in the building Monday afternoons, and all day 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Office hours are 8:30 am to 3:35 pm, Monday through Friday, when school is in session. 

 

mailto:HWeir@williamsvillek12.org
mailto:kstelley@williamsvillek12.org
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Mill Essentials 

GRADE 5 ORIENTATION   
Monday, August 27th.  The orientation is for students 
only and will be from 8:00am-11:30.  It will be a chance 
for students to see and become more familiar with their 
new school and meet new friends.   
 

The nurse will be available in the Health Office during 

this time, if you would like to drop off any medication.   
 

Remember, you MUST have a doctor’s order with all 
medications. 
 

All 5th grade students will be assigned a hallway locker 

on August 27th. At noon, you are welcome to bring 

community classroom supplies or on the 1st day of 

school, September 4th Example: Kleenex/wipes.  In 

order to keep our lockers in good condition, students are 

not allowed to hang anything on the outside of the 

lockers.  This includes decorating for a student’s 

birthday.  
 

BACK TO SCHOOL   
The first day of school will be Tuesday, September 4, 
2018.  Starting time is 8:55 A.M. beginning with 
Homebase.  The end of the day is 3:35 P.M.  Our 
transportation department will provide notification 
before school opens as to your bus stop and approximate 
time of pick up through WITS.  We suggest that 
students communicate with their parents if they 
intend to walk home or get a ride from a different 
parent before coming to school that day.  The 
Transportation Department does not allow students to 
ride other busses other than the one he or she was 
assigned. We will discuss the proper procedures for 
walkers and students who ride their bikes during the first 
weeks of school.  
 

STUDENT DROP/OFF –PICK-UP AND 

CROSSWALKS 
Students who are walking, or riding their bike to school 
will use the Exit only driveway located before our main 
entrance/exit on Mill Street.  There will be a walkway 
for pedestrians to use as they enter Mill.  At the end of 
the walkway will be a crosswalk for pedestrians to 
utilize and access the sidewalk directly in front of our 
school.  
 

LOCKERS 
Students will be provided their locker asignmemtn on 
the first day of school in homebase.  No locks should be 
placed on any lockers before home base.  Students are 
not allowed to hang anything on the outside of the 
lockers.  This includes decorating for a student’s  
birthday.  All birthdays are announced over the PA and 
posted on the monitor in the front foyer. 
 

MORNINGS AT MILL  

Our official opening time for students is 8:45 A.M.  We 

ask that NO STUDENT come to Mill earlier unless they 

have an appointment or an activity.  Mill Middle is a 

very busy place in the morning.  More often than not, 

our staff does come early by appointment to provide 

extra help for students or attend meetings, yet they are 

not required to be here to supervise students needing a 

place to stay.  We also have extensive before school club 

and athletic programs.  These activities usually begin 

about 8:00 A.M.   Students are to report directly to the 

Main office to show their pass and then report to their 

activity.  For specific music practices, our staff may 

request that students arrive earlier.  They, of course, will 

be in the building to actively supervise the students. We 

realize that some parents leave for work before the Mill 

day begins.  This may be a problem for some families.  

The policy at Mill Middle School is unchanged from 

previous years such that students are to report at 8:40 

unless they have a meeting with a teacher, are involved 

in intramurals, are attending a club meeting or are 

involved in a music ensemble rehearsal.   
 

APPROPRIATE CLOTHING 

It is important to remain steadfast in our search for 

excellence in all we do. We believe that all students have 

the right to a safe, healthy school environment. We 

believe that all students have the responsibility to dress 

appropriately and observe basic standards. A student’s 

dress and appearance should not cause disruption, 

distract from the educational process or create a health or 

safety concern.  Grooming and appearance are an 

important part of the positive climate at Mill Middle 

School. Girls and boys are expected to dress in a manner 

that exemplifies the high standards that we expect from 

our students and promote the learning environment. The 

following guidelines exist to foster the goals of 

increasing student achievement and character 

development. The administration reserves the right to 

rule in those cases where attire is believed to be 

inappropriate.  We respectfully request that you discuss 

this matter with your student.    
 

Attendance 
Our Attendance Office is located in Room 6, the glass 

enclosure as you pass the Nurse’s Office. 
 

Absences and Tardiness School begins at  

8:55 a.m. Students arriving after this time are tardy and 

must report to the Attendance Office with a note from 

the parent explaining the reason for the tardiness or 

absence. Notes must be received within three days after 

the student returns to school; otherwise absences are 

considered illegal.  If a student is going to be tardy or 

absent, please leave a message on the answering 

machine with your child’s name, grade, and reason for 

absence or tardiness.  The phone number is 626-8305. 
 

Early Excuses ~ School ends at 3:35 p.m.  A note is 

required from the parent for an early excuse stating the 

time, reason and person (if other than the parent) picking 

up the child.  The student is to bring this note to the 

Attendance Office first thing in the morning.  Parents or 

the designated person (with driver’s license for 

identification purposes) must sign the child out from the 

Attendance Office.   



 

Lunch & Breakfast Programs  
Lunch will be served in our cafeteria beginning the first 

day of school.  A student’s lunch price will be $2.60.   

An on-line prepayment plan will be available through 

the District Website called MySchoolBucks. There is a 

link on the school website or go to myschoolbucks.com.  

Money placed on account is available for students to 

purchase meals.  Account fund balances “graduate” to 

next year/school.  Student transaction information is 

available as well as low balance email notifications.  

You do need your child’s 9 digit student number to 

register.  This can be found in WITS or student report 

cards.  There is a small fee to place money on account.  

Please call 626-8870 for information.  Information will 

be available on the monthly menu online.  If students 

bring their lunch, they may purchase either white or 

chocolate milk for $.50 along with various snacks.  

Beginning September 5th, the Breakfast Program will be 

offered from 8:30 to 8:50 a.m. at a cost of $1.40.  Please 

consider paying online or with a check to facilitate 

prompt student service.   

 

Free and Reduced Lunch   
Information regarding the free or reduced price lunch 

program will be furnished to parents on the first day of 

school.  Parents who feel they qualify must complete all 

the information requested on the application and return it 

to the Main Office. Only one form per family needs to 

be filled out.  

 
Transportation    

Bus information will be put on WITS after August 27th.  

Please note your bus numbers and pick up time. Students 

should plan on meeting the bus at the nearest corner or 

fire hydrant.  All students should be at their stop at least 

five minutes before their scheduled pick up time. If you 

do not receive this information, please call the 

Transportation office at 626-8397. Please keep in mind 

that requests to take a different bus home or get off at a 

different stop are for emergency purposes only.   

Changes cannot be made for social reasons. In the event 

of an emergency, your child must submit a written 

request from you stating the reason, date of the change, 

the old and new bus number and stop.  This goes to the 

main office before Homebase.  Requests that do not 

involve emergency situations will be denied. 

 

School Supplies & Student Schedules  

Student schedules will be on WITS beginning August 

22nd.  If your child is unable to receive his schedule on 

line, please call the Guidance Office at 626-8310.  

School supply lists can be seen on the Williamsville 

Website under Mill Middle School and also on WITS.   

 

WITS Student/Parent Portal 

A student/parent feature is available through the 

Williamsville Information Technology System (WITS) 

web site that allows both students and their parents to 

have access to homework assignments, upcoming 

events, calendars, teacher notes, and much, much more.  

This feature can be found by accessing on the Internet 

http://wits.williamsvillek12.org  and then inputting 

either your child’s or your own username and password. 

If you as a parent do not have a password please contact 

our District Office 626-8058. Once you are on the 

website you can view all of the student’s teachers to the 

left, a display of a set of links across the top of the 

screen, and on the main portion of the screen, shows a 

listing of upcoming assignments, tests, and school news.  

When a student clicks on a teacher’s name who utilizes 

WITS, it will bring up class notes and upcoming events 

for that teacher.  The WITS home page also allows 

access to a student’s schedule which also includes the 

student’s previous marking period grades, an attendance 

screen that lists the days a student was absent, late, etc. 

and a links page where students can add links to web 

pages they use often. 
 

Please take some time and access this feature with your 

child.  We are sure that both students and their parents 

will find the WITS Student/ Parent Portal very useful.  If 

you cannot access this area, please call our District 

Office at 626-8058 to rectify the matter. 

                 
 Health Office 

Physical examinations are required under New York 

State Education Law for all new entrants as well as for 

all students in fifth and seventh grades. The physical 

must be done by your own medical provider. After the 

exam is completed, please submit a copy to the health 

office as soon as possible. 

 
Required immunizations 

1. T-dap vaccine – for all students entering 6th 

grade (not required until the student turns 11 

years of age) 

2. Meningococcal (meningitis) – grades 7,8,9 only 

one does is required 

 

 
 
 
 

http://wits.williamsvillek12.org/


 
 

 

 
 

Guidelines for Prescription Medication in School 

1. The medication must be in the container prepared by the pharmacist and the label must include the name of the 

student and the name and strength of the medication. 

 

2.  The nurse must have on file: 

 A written prescription to administer the medication as specified by the family physician 

 A verbal request from the parent or the physician is NOT acceptable. 

 
3.   The prescribed medication should be delivered directly to the Health Office by the parent. 
 
 

NO MEDICATION SHOULD BE SENT TO SCHOOL WITH A STUDENT. 

 

Additional Information 

 A parent’s note excusing a student from gym or swimming is valid for one week only.  After that, a doctor’s note is 

required. 

 

 Parents coming to school to pick up a sick or injured child, must come into school to pick them up.  You must sign 

them out at the Nurse’s Office/Attendance Office. 

 

 If there are any questions at any time, please feel free to call the Health Office at 626-8333. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Attendance Reminders:  
At this time we ask that you take a moment to review our attendance policies with your son or daughter.  A key 

component of our attendance policy is communication between home and school.  We ask that parents contact our 

attendance office at 626-8305 on the morning that your child will be absent from school.  To ensure your child’s 

safety, we will contact you immediately if your child is not in school and we have not heard from you in the 

morning.  Upon return from any absence, students need to bring in a note from home documenting the reason for 

the absence.  Notes will be accepted for 3 days following any absence.   

 

The District has determined that absences, tardiness and early departures will be considered excused or unexcused 

according to the following:  

 

Excused: An absence, tardiness or early departure may be excused due to:  

 

   Personal illness  

   Illness or death in the family  

   Impassable roads due to inclement weather  

   Religious observance  

   Participation in "Take Your Child to Work" day  

   Quarantine  

   Required court appearances  

   Attendance at health clinics  

   Approved college visits  

   Approved cooperative work programs  

   Military obligations  

   Late bus  

   School-sponsored field trips  

 School endorsed but non-school sponsored activities with a bona fide educational purpose and 

a direct relationship to the student's current course schedule to include NYSBDA; NYSSMA; 

honor ensembles; state-level FBLA and DECA competitions and officer meetings; and sectional, 

regional, state and national athletic competitions for individual athletes  

   Or other such reasons as may be approved by the Board of Education  

 

Unexcused: An absence, tardiness or early departure is considered unexcused if the reason for the lack of 

attendance does not fall into the above categories (Examples of unexcused absences include: family vacation, 

hunting, babysitting, haircut, obtaining a learner's permit, road test, oversleeping, missed bus, and private 

instruction.  

 

If your child will be out of school for an extended absence, please contact the guidance secretary at 626-8328 to 

arrange for work on the 3rd day.   

 

Students not in homebase at 8:55 will be considered tardy.  These students sign in at our attendance office and are 

given a warning.  Students who are unexcused tardy to homebase two times will receive a warning again and a 

parent will be notified.  Students who are tardy three times will receive a detention.  Students on late buses or at 

medical appointments will not be penalized.    

 

Consistent daily attendance is imperative to your child’s overall success.  The entire Mill community is proud to 

say that we have a 97% daily attendance.  This high rate of attendance further proves the commitment to 

education on the parts of our parents and students.  Thank you for your partnership! 

  



 

Mill Middle 2018- 2019 Faculty and Staff 
Administration 

               Mr. Michael Calandra            Principal 

Mrs. Hillary Weir                  Assistant Principal 

Main Office Staff 

Mrs. Michelle Bly Secretary 

Mrs. Sandy Janson Secretary 

Ms. Bridget Lanigan Secretary 
 

Guidance Office Staff 

Ms. Debbie Diebold  Secretary 

Mrs. Lindsay Kozyra  Secretary 

Mrs. Francine Lojacono  Secretary 

 

Student Services / Counselors 

 

Mrs. Sherri Knab 5th Grade Counselor 

Ms. Caroline Berger 6th Grade Counselor 

Mrs. Karen Stelley               7th Grade Counselor 

Ms. Linda Kane  8th Grade Counselor 

 

Ms. Pompea DiSanto Social Worker 

Mrs. Emily Krezmien School Psychologist 

Mrs. Joni Macri-Morell School Psychologist 

Health Office 

Mrs. Jody Geraci 

School Nurse 
 

Attendance 

Maggie Ryan 
 

Librarian 

Mrs. Rachel Kautz  
 

Computer Support Technician         

Mrs. Donna Kausch 
 

Technology Integrator 

Mr. Stryker Ostafew 

 

Instructional Materials 

Colleen Villalta 

Grade 5 

Mrs. Dianne Dellinger Mrs. Margaret Paulisczak 

Mrs. Kelly Gangi Ms. Karen Ryan 

Mrs. Andrea LaVere Mrs. Meghan Queeno 

Ms. Lisa Miller Mrs. Stacy Quinlan 
 

Grade 6 Team 6-1 Grade 6 Team 6-2 Grade 6 Team 6-3 

Mrs. Bridget Gillman Mrs. Marie Nogowski Mrs. Carleen Funke 

Mr. Kenneth Huff Mrs. LeighAnn Smith Mr. Dave Ring 

Mrs. Karen Reichert  Mrs. Catherine Truesdell 
 

Grade 7 

Mrs. Mary Bennett Mrs. Tracy Garlapo 

Mr. Sam Campanelli Mrs. Sarah McDonald 

Mrs. Valerie Cooney Mr. Corey Tornquist 

Mrs. Samantha Farley Mrs. Amy Tulowiecki 
 

Grade 8 

Mrs. Kristen Hojnacki  Mr. Paul Scheidemann 

Mr. William Garlapo Mr. Richard Smith  

Miss Debra Kaiser Mr. Robert Sproull 

Ms. Andrea Mahoney         Mrs. Stephanie Viola 

Mrs. Erica Rows  
 

Special Education 

Mrs. Kim Baran 

Mrs. Bonnie Brace 

Mrs. Kristen Doyle  

Ms. Ashley Favata  

Mrs. Melinda Galvin  

Mr. John Jacobs  

Mrs. Debra Johnson  

Mrs. Lisa Kaczorowski  

Mrs. Beth Killinger  

Mrs. Heather Kurtz  

Mrs. Laura Matre 

Mrs. Marie Norris-Baxter 

 

LOTE 

Mrs. Suzanne Ammerman 

Ms. Rachel Bagel 

Mrs. Natalie Bubb 

Mrs. Lindsey Doktor 

Mrs. Karen Hamm 

Mr. Bertrand Juillet 

Ms. Jenna Roller 

 

 

Music 

Mr. Randy Czosnyka 

Mrs. Kelly Decker 

Mr. Pim Liebmann 

Mr. Thomas McCluskey 

Mr. Eric Modlich 

Mrs. Jennifer Olson 

Mrs. Tenille Trenchard 

Mrs. Amie Vredenburg 

Physical Education &Health 

Mrs. Nora Bender 

Mrs. Mary Beth Beyer 

Mr. David Delisanti 

Ms. Jaclyn Rojas 

 

Home & Careers 

Ms. Ronna Glickman 

Ms. Andrea Pecori 

Ms. Mary Summers-Wende 

Art 

Ms. Andrea Billias 

Mrs. Annette Trabucco 

Mrs. Kim Yoerg 

Teaching Assistants 

Ms. Sarah Fiegel 

Ms. Kelly Grampp 

 

Specialists- Speech, Hearing, OT/PT 
Ms. Barb Archer OT/PT 

Mrs. Debra Graham 

Mr. Jason Kilonsky 

Ms. Suzanne Tolsma 

OT/PT 

Speech 

Hearing 

Ms. Suzanne Keene OT/PT 

Mrs. Amy Prime Speech 

Miss Grace Sokolowski Speech 

Specialists 
 

Mr. Randy Gammiero    

Mrs. Norma Jacobs         

Ms. Anne Palmiero 

Ms. Alexandria Capozzi 

Mrs. Joell Stephens  

Mrs. Jena Wilson          

Gifted & Talented 

Math Specialist 

ENL 

ENL 

Reading Specialist 

Reading Specialist 

Technology 

Mr. Jeffrey Addison 

Mr. Brian Sievert 

Mr. John Targia 

Dining Room Staff 

Laura Kachelmeyer   
Cafeteria Manager 

 
 

Connie Berwaldt 

Joanna Parrish 

Teri Schweitzer 

Denise Spence 

Andrea Weitz 

 

Teacher Aides/Monitors 
Anne Amato 

Lisa Carnes 

Barb Chrites 

Angela Dunn 

Sarah Halpin 

Mariella Heath 

Jacqualyn Herald 

 

Laura Penberthy 

Sue Ragione 

Laura Schmidt 

Anna Sciortino 

Lisa Szafranski 

Heather Taylor 

Holly Tuskes 

 

Margaret Venne 

Colleen Wehner 

Karen Wilcox 

Christine Winkler 

Sue Wolf 

Custodial Staff 

Alex Tkatschof  Head Custodian 

 
 

Kelly Chambers 

Tim Goodridge 

Alexei Gostylo 

Robyn Ineson 

Richard Kosobucki 

Sue Miller 

 

 



 

Guidance Office 

 

Welcome to Mill’s Guidance Office, located in room A-3.  Mill’s Guidance team 

is here to work with students, parents, and school staff to create a positive 

learning environment within our school community. So many factors influence 

school performance, and the time during middle school is no exception.  We 

strive to maximize each student’s academic potential, as well as aid in the 

appropriate social and emotional development of each child.  

 

Our services include prevention, intervention, and postvention.  In the area of 

prevention, we provide classroom activities and other learning opportunities to 

assist in asset development, problem solving skills, and effective communication strategies for a variety of 

situations.  Intervention may include individual or group counseling, parent teacher conferences, child support team 

referrals and assessments, academic intervention, and/or transition planning.  Finally, our postvention strategies 

will support each child’s efforts to utilize and maintain what has been learned to achieve success in all areas of 

development. 

 

As a team, we believe that family issues are private and sensitive, and all contacts are confidential.  We are here to 

work with students and families and offer our services when appropriate.  If needed, we will also make necessary 

linkages to professionals who are in the best position to help you. 
 

2018 - 2019 Guidance Team 

Mrs. Sherri Knab  5th grade School Counselor 

Ms. Caroline Berger  6th grade School Counselor 
Mrs. Karen Stelley  7th grade School Counselor 

Ms. Linda Kane   8th grade School Counselor 

Mrs. Joni Macri-Morell   School Psychologist 

Ms. Emily Krezmein   School Psychologist (split between Mill Middle and North High School) 

Ms. Pompea DiSanto   Social Worker 
 

We will be continuing our school wide color-coding system this year.  The necessary supplies for each team are 

found on WITS and the Williamsville Website under Mill Middle.  Remember, a piece of colored tape or 

construction paper is acceptable in aiding students to remain organized throughout the year.  The colors for each 

subject are listed below: 
 

Color Coding System Grades 5-8 

   English/ELA     Yellow 

   Home & Careers/Art/Technology  Orange 

   French/Spanish    Purple 

   Math      Blue 

   Music      Black 

   Science      Green 

   Social Studies     Red 

Health/PE and Reading    TBD the first days of school 

  



 

Academics 
Open House is a time for parents to meet their children’s teachers and learn about the expectations 

and requirements of each course.  If possible please drive only one car per family.  In addition, we 

ask that STUDENTS DO NOT ACCOMPANY their parents to Open House as we cannot 

accommodate that many people.  Open House begins at 7:00 p.m.  We advise parents to arrive 

early to avoid missing teacher presentations.  Open House for grades 5 and 6 will be September 

20th at 7:00 p.m.  Open House for grades 7 and 8 will be September 27th at 7:00 pm.  

                                     

Parent-Teacher Conferences- Conferences will be held November 15th for all grade levels in the evening (5:00 – 

8:00pm), November 19th for all grade levels in the evening (5:00 – 8:00pm), and November 20th for all grade 

levels in the afternoon (12:30 – 3:30pm).  On November 20, students will be dismissed at 11:30 a.m. 

 

Report Cards   Report cards are issued every 10 weeks to inform parents about the current progress of their 

children.  These report cards include information on the academic achievement, school citizenship and effort of 

the pupil.  Numerical grades will be used in academic subjects and teacher comments are noted.  Parents are urged 

to examine the report card very carefully and to contact the Guidance office for answers to any questions which 

may arise concerning student progress.  They are accessed through WITS. 

 

Grades  All grades will be based on the achievement of each student.  The minimum passing grade is 65. The 

final grade in all courses will be the average of the four marking period grades.  Therefore, it benefits a student to 

work all through the school year. 

 

Honor and Merit Roll  The Honor Roll is published after each 10 week marking period.  To qualify for this, a 

student must have a 90% average or higher.  For the Merit Roll an average of 85% - 89% must be earned. 

 

5 Week Report   A five week interim report may be issued between the ten week marking periods.  The notice 

may be sent to parents of students doing unsatisfactory work, improving their grades or doing exceptional work. 

These grades are available on WITS. 

 

Summer School Grading Policy  As we begin the school year it is very important that all parents and students 

understand the Summer School grading policy. State Regulations require that the final grade earned for a course 

during the school year be factored into the final grade earned in a summer school review course.  The summer 

school teacher will make each student aware of that grade and factor it in as 25% of their final grade for summer 

school using the following formula: 

    One fourth final grade for the course previously taken 

   One fourth first marking period grade for summer school  

   One fourth second marking period grade for summer school 

   One fourth final exam grade taken during summer school 
 

The summer school grade with the original grade factored in will be entered as the official course grade on the 

student’s permanent record. 

 

Second Language Program  We offer both French and Spanish in grades 5 through 8.   Our 5, 6, 7 & 8 grades 

program is scheduled for 45 minutes per day.  

  



 
Student Activities and Information                
School Pictures School pictures will be taken on Friday, September 14th.  Information will be sent home with 

students the first few days of school.  Watch for the envelope to fill out and return on School Picture Day.  Picture 

Retake Day will be on Wednesday, November 7th. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities   Our Extracurricular Programs take place before or after school.  This consists of 

clubs, athletics and other groups who meet regularly to pursue an interest or hobby.  Most activities are open to all 

students.   You need only to be interested in order to become a member.  Students should listen to morning 

announcements for details of when various activities will begin.  All students will have to arrange for their own 

transportation to school or home from school depending on when the activity takes place. 

 

Intramural Program The Fall Intramural program will begin with soccer and cross-country for all grade levels.  

The physical education teachers will make announcements when students should sign up.  Intramural information 

will be posted outside the physical education offices. Morning announcements will also remind students about 

these activities. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIS- Academic Intervention 

 

Mrs. Norma Jacobs Math Specialist 

Mrs. Joell Stephens  Reading Specialist 

Mrs. Jena Wilson Reading Specialist   

 

Academic Intervention Services (AIS) means additional instruction and/or student support services.  These 

services are provided in addition to instruction provided in the general curriculum and they assist students in 

meeting the New York State learning standards.  AIS services are scheduled for students who score below the 

state determined performance level on the state assessments (mathematics, English/language arts, science, and 

social studies) and/or those students who are at risk of not achieving these state standards. 

 

AIS services are provided through: 

 Pullout Services:  Small groups of students are scheduled every other day opposite band/orchestra/chorus 

during Team Study time. 

 Push-In Services:  An AIS provider works within the classroom to support students. 

 Before School:  Small group sessions are offered several mornings a week. 

 Monitoring:  The Math and/or Reading Specialist monitor a student’s performance.  This service may 

include regular progress checks, further assessments, and meeting with classroom teachers to adjust 

instruction, if necessary. 

 

AIS services are provided by: 

 The Math Specialist, Mrs. Jacobs 

 The Reading Specialists, Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Stephens 

 Several 7th and 8th grade math and English teachers 

 Teacher Assistants 

 

Parents of students to be scheduled for AIS services will receive a phone call from our guidance office and a 

follow up letter further describing the intervention services to be provided.  We look forward to assisting Mill 

students this year! 

 

Grade 5 Orientation 
Our fifth grade “Meet and Greet” orientation will be held on August 27th from 8:00am to 

11:30am.  This is for students only.  Please look for your schedule on WITS and Mr. 

Calandra’s opening letter. We are looking forward to meeting all of our students! 

 

REMINDER: Bring one lock for your locker.   



 
News from Mill Gifted Programming 
 
I hope everyone has had a relaxing and refreshing summer!  For those new to Mill, I am the Gifted Programming 

Specialist.  Mill offers a variety of programming for students in all grades and academic areas.  Some of the 

programs kicking off in September include Debate Team (7th/8th grade), Future City (6-8), C-Span StudentCam 

(7-8), History Day (6-8), and STEM Club (5-8).   

 

Students identified for requiring GT services in ELA and Math will be notified via witsmail and participate in 

pullout units many times throughout the school year.  Some of the ELA units offered this year include Poetry, 

Media Literacy, Omnivore’s Dilemma, and Utopia.  Our Math students will participate in the Math Olympiad, 

Stock Market Game, and advanced topics in Geometry, Logic, and Number Sense. 

 

Throughout the year, there will be school-wide competitions, Bees, and invitationals in Poetry, Editorial Cartoons, 

Spelling, Geography, Science Fair, and more!  Check your witsmail frequently for announcements and details 

about these events.  Any questions, please feel free to contact me through witsmail or see me in room 9. 

 

See you in September,  

Mr. Gammiero 

Gifted Programming Specialist 

 

 

 
  



 
Library News and Information ~ Ms. Kautz, Library Media Specialist 
Welcome back!  The library is up and running and ready to begin a new 

year.  The library media program supports the classroom curriculum by 

providing access to current, relevant and appropriate information resources and 

by delivering information literacy instruction and support.  Students are 

encouraged to explore all of the resources in the library and to actively use 

them to prepare for class assignments and browse for reading materials. 

 

The library is open daily from 8:00 am – 3:35 pm.  Resources available include 

books, magazines, DVDs, newspapers, encyclopedias, dictionaries, atlases, computer software and electronic 

resources.  We also have available for use, numerous online databases. The mission of the Mill library media 

center is to ensure that students and staff are responsible and effective users of ideas and information. We hope 

you had an enjoyable summer and look forward to seeing you in September and helping you with your 

information needs. 

 

Music 2018 - 2019 
The Mill Music team is looking forward to a tremendous school 

year full of enriching activities and performances!  Our Music team 

consists of the following teachers:  Mr. Czosnyka - fifth and sixth 

grade Orchestra, Mrs. Decker - fifth grade Band, Mr. Modlich - 

sixth grade Band, Mr. Liebmann - seventh and eighth grade Band, 

Mrs. Olson - fifth and sixth grade Chorus and General Music, Mrs. 

Trenchard - seventh and eighth grade Chorus and General Music, 

Mrs. Vredenburg - seventh and eighth grade Orchestra. 

Students who elect to participate in performing ensembles will have 

the opportunity to be a part of one of the finest music departments in the area. They will learn together as 

ensembles, build group character and individual character while working toward concert performances throughout 

the year.  This process is a fun yet demanding task, which relies on the commitment of all students at each 

rehearsal and performance.  Students learn to take pride in their group as they experience the rewards of hard 

work and dedication on the part of each student.   

Band and Orchestra members will have the additional learning experience of music lessons.  Each student who 

participates in an instrumental performing ensemble will be scheduled for his or her group lesson within the 

school day.  The actual schedule for each student depends on the individual’s academic schedule, grade level, and 

performing group.  Home practice is important to maximize the benefits of the small group instruction they 

receive once a week at school.   

Each performing ensemble at Mill has several concerts at times throughout the school year.  Students who are 

enrolled in a performing group will be receiving a schedule of concerts from their teachers at the beginning of the 

school year - attendance and participation is required for all concerts.  Please mark your calendars.  

All fifth and seventh grade students also take General Music as part of their schedule.  This class covers a diverse 

range of topics from African drumming, music history, music technology, and popular music.   

Any parents with questions about the purchase or rental of Band or Orchestra instruments please contact your 

instrumental teacher at 626-8300.  It is not recommended that instruments be purchased from department stores or 

wholesale clubs for school use.  Please call or email your child’s teacher for more information. 

  



 

 



 

 
 

 



 
About the Williamsville Music Boosters  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mill Memo Information for future Issues 
The deadline for the October/November issue of the MILL MEMO is Friday, September 21.  Please be certain 

that all articles are submitted to Bridget Lanigan by this date to insure they are included in our publication. Please 

email articles to blanigan@williamsvillek12.org.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

  

FRONT ENTRANCE DOORBELL 
All exterior doors will be locked during the school day.  The front door at our main entrance will be the location to enter 

the building as it has been in the past.  There is a doorbell and small camera located by the handle of the handicap 

accessible door, simply ring the bell and let the office staff know the purpose of your visit.  Once you have entered the 

building, report to the main office to sign in and you will be given a Visitor’s pass. 

 

As always, our children’s safety and well-being is our highest priority. 

Who Should I Call When…? 
 Office   Phone No. 

My child is absent Attendance   626-8305 

I have a question about bus transportation   Transportation   626-8397 

My child has a concern     Guidance   626-8310 

Issues at home and/or school    Guidance   626-8310 

My child needs to take medicine in school   Health    626-8333 

My child needs extra help     Teacher    626-8300 

I want to get work for my absent child   Guidance   626-8310 

My child wants to participate in intramural sports  Physical Education  626-8300 

My child wants to join a club    Main Office   626-8300 

I want to help at school (PTSA)    Main Office   626-8300 

ACCEPTABLE USER PROCEDURE FOR TECHNOLOGY 
 
The Williamsville School District Technology Procedures is included with the packet of materials given to 

5th grade and new students on the first day of school.   Please take the time to look at the procedure since 

both you and your child will be signing the agreement to abide by the guidelines presented in this 

document. 

 

The procedure outlines the district’s expectations of ethical behavior of computer users.  The district 

expects that the computers and networks, made available to staff, students and community members, will 

be used for educational or administrative purposes.  Computer users should respect the privacy of other 

users, the copyright laws, the software installed on computers, the appropriateness of Internet sites 

accessed, and the economical use of district supplies.  The procedure also outlines consequences for 

violations of computer ethics. 

 
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/departments/technology_services/student_conduct.php 

 

 

 

http://www.williamsvillek12.org/departments/technology_services/student_conduct.php


 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 


