
Mill Middle School 
505 Mill Street, Williamsville, New York 14221 

TEL: 626-8300    FAX: 626-8326 
 

 

August 2018 
 

Dear Students and Parents: 
 

Welcome Class of 2022!  We look forward to meeting you in the next few weeks. You are joining a long-standing tradition of 
excellence.  We refer to Mill as "our" school because we would like it to be just that, a place where we all work together to 
make your time in school productive and rewarding. 

 
Communication is key to your success in and out of school.  It serves a purpose.  The purpose is twofold: to share important 
information as well as to suggest things that you can do to make your year at Mill Middle very successful.  

 
Transportation will not be mailing student bus route information out this year unless the student is newly enrolled in the 
school district.  The information will be available in the WITS system on August 27th. 

 
The following information can be found on either the Williamsville Website under Mill Middle School or under WITS: 

● Superintendent letter to parents  
● Student Schedule (8/22) 
● Bus Schedule (8/27) 
● School Supplies by Grade 
● Mill Memo for August/September 
● PTSA Information and forms 
● Mill Middle Calendar for the School Year 
● Health Office Information 

 
WITS is located at www.wits.williamsvillek12.org and the district website is located at www.williamsvillek12.org. If you 
have any difficulty, please contact District Office 626-8058 and Terri McCracken or Jen Pinto can provide your assistance. 

 
GRADE 5 ORIENTATION  

You should have already received an invitation to our 5th Grade Orientation on Monday, August 27, 2018.  The orientation 
is for students only and will be from 8:00am-11:30am.  It will be a chance for students to see and become more familiar with 
their new school and meet new friends.  

 
The nurse will be available in the Health Office during this time, if you would like to drop off any medication.  Remember, 
you MUST have a doctor’s order with all medications. 

 
LOCKERS 

All 5th grade students will be assigned a hallway locker on August 27th. At noon, you are welcome to bring community  
classroom supplies or on the 1st day of school, September 4th Example: Kleenex/wipes.  In order to keep our lockers in 
good condition, students are not allowed to hang anything on the outside of the lockers.  This includes decorating for a 
student’s birthday.  

  
 
BACK TO SCHOOL  

The first day of school will be Tuesday, September 4, 2018.  Starting time is 8:55 A.M. beginning with Homebase.  The end 
of the day is 3:35 P.M.  Our transportation department will provide notification before school opens as to your bus stop and 
approximate time of pick up through WITS.  Students can walk home at the end of the day without signing out.  This is a 
change from elementary school.  We suggest that students communicate with their parents if they intend to walk home 
or get a ride from a different parent.  The Transportation Department does not allow students to ride other busses other 
than the one he or she was assigned. We will discuss the proper procedures for walkers and students who ride their bikes 
during the first weeks of school. 

 
MATERIALS & SUPPLIES  

All students will be assigned a hallway locker.  Students should also have a lock for physical education every other day.  This 
lock should be brought back and forth to the gym when the student has physical education.  If a student is also taking Band or 
Orchestra, they will need a third lock to secure their instrument.  One lock is to be brought to the Grade 5 Orientation.  Master 

http://www.wits.williamsvillek12.org/
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/


locks work very well.  Supply lists for each grade level are on our website and are posted on WITS.  
 
SCHEDULES 

Your student schedule is located on WITS. These will be viewable beginning August 22nd. All students will receive a hard 
copy on the first day of school to reflect any last minute changes that may have occurred.  The staff and administration have  
worked very hard to arrange a program that we believe will challenge and provide opportunities to achieve success for all  
Mill students.  Every effort has been made to accommodate the needs of each student.  We believe that children benefit from  
exposure to a variety of teaching styles and that they develop important skills by learning to adapt to different personalities.  
It is a lifelong task to work with all types of people.  Students need to develop the social skills necessary to meet new people  
and to work successfully with other students and adults.  Fortunately, at Mill Middle, we have a capable and dedicated  
faculty, and an excellent school.  Our teachers have worked diligently to maintain a strong academic program and a long  
tradition of excellence.  Your child’s growth and success are very important to us.  

 
Please be assured that each program request was given the utmost consideration.  However, we ask you to recognize that it is 
not always possible to honor every request.  Once again, we thank you for your input into this process.  

 
MORNINGS AT MILL  

Our official opening time for all middle school students in the district is 8:45 A.M. This is a change from 8:40 in the past.  
We ask that NO STUDENT come to Mill earlier unless they have an appointment or an activity.  Mill Middle is a very busy 
place in the morning.  More often than not, our staff does come early by appointment to provide extra help for students or 
attend meetings, yet they are not required to be here to supervise students needing a place to stay.  We also have extensive 
before school club and athletic programs.  These activities usually begin about 8:00 A.M.   Students are to first report to the 
front foyer to show their pass and then report to their activity.  For specific music practices, our staff may request that 
students arrive earlier.  They, of course, will be in the building to actively supervise the students. 

 
We realize that some parents leave for work before the Mill day begins.  This may be a problem for some families.  The 
policy of our middle schools is that students are to report at 8:45 unless they have a meeting with a teacher, are 
involved in intramurals, are attending a club meeting or are involved in a music ensemble rehearsal.  

 
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING 

It is important to remain steadfast in our search for excellence in all we do. We believe that all students have the right to a  
safe, healthy school environment. We believe that all students have the responsibility to dress appropriately and observe basic  
standards. A student’s dress and appearance should not cause disruption, distract from the educational process or create a  
health or safety concern.  Grooming and appearance are an important part of the positive climate at Mill Middle School. Girls  
and boys are expected to dress in a manner that exemplifies the high standards that we expect from our students and promote  
the learning environment. The administration reserves the right to rule in those cases where attire is believed to be  
inappropriate.  We respectfully request that you discuss this matter with your student.  

 
I look forward to seeing you at the Orientation and the first few days of school!  Enjoy the rest of the summer vacation. 

 
Your Partner in Education, 

 
Michael J. Calandra 

 

Michael J. Calandra 
Principal 

 
 

 


